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Dr. Lyn Turkstra, professor of Communication Disorders at 

the University of Wisconsin, Madison, is well-known for her 

research to understand the effects of cognitive impair-

ments on communication ability in adolescents and adults 

with acquired neurologic disorders. Her current studies 

focus on the relation of cognitive functions and social cog-

nition to communication behavior, and how this differs 

between typical adolescents and their peers with traumatic 

brain injury. Dr. Turkstra’s professional interests include 

the advancement of evidence-based practice in rehabilita-

tion, and she served as a member of the writing committee 

for evidence-based practice guidelines in cognitive-

communication disorders of the Academy of Neurological 

Disorders and Sciences. Dr. Turkstra, a graduate of the 

University at Buffalo’s master’s program, is a faculty mem-

ber of the Neuroscience Training Program at Madison and 

co-author of Optimizing Cognitive Rehabilitation: Effective 

Instructional Methods. 
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